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Introduction 

 

After judging in 2019, we had continued as a group to maintain our beds and plant up our 1500 plus 

tulip bulbs in November and, as it was a mild Winter, we continued all the way through to lockdown.  

When that was introduced in March 2020, we could only work singly to try to keep up our exacting 

standards.  Some of us used our two hours of permissible exercise to do this.  Fran was watering the 

shrubs on the 'Triabout' when she was apprehended by the Police and told to go home.  She replied 

that she was using her permissible two hours to do this job as with the extreme heat of that 

Spring/Summer, we could lose expensive shrubs.  Some of the team had to isolate in order to shield 

those they live with or due to age.  We 

were able to work in twos as restrictions 

lifted.  This year we were joined by 

Helen our 'artist in residence.' She 

attended some of our working sessions 

and recorded some of our team members, 

our flower beds and at our event 'Plant 

Sale and More' but more of that later. 

 

Horticulture 

 

The R.H.S. Introduced the 'Grow 

Social' theme which we hope would 

appeal to those over the age of 50 to 

join us in gardening and for socialising 

with other people using the theme of 

gardening in order to achieve this.   



Bearing this in mind, we took on an allotment prior to lockdown and thought that this would be a suitable 

environment for such an enterprise.  We intend to allocate a bed to each person in which they could plant 

what they wished, be it vegetables or to use to grow flowers for cutting.  This has been slow in the 

development process so far due mainly to the pandemic. 

 

The plot has a shed which we painted during lockdown and then two of our team erected a polytunnel.   

We thought that 

this would be more 

than useful in 

overwintering such 

plants as 

pelargoniums to use 

for the following 

year and grow on 

plants from plugs.  

Both items would 

save us money in 

the long term.   

 

We were worried 

about one of the 

paths at the side of our allotment as it was covered with bricks and weed suppressant and could be 

dangerous to those people with walking difficulties. 

 

Prior to lockdown, a local builder offered to provide a digger to form the path on which to lay hardcore.  

This he did but after lockdown he was very busy due to the demand from people wanting home 

improvements.  This problem also left us with no slabs to top the path off.  We contacted E.H. Smith 

who have been very kind in supplying us with building products for numerous projects in the past.   

As we needed 

someone to lay the 

slabs, we contacted 

Wates, the property 

contractor to the 

council who had 

poured the concrete 

for the wall of the 

raised bed on the 

'Triabout.'  



 

 



They were happy to do this and dealt with it very quickly.  We were successful in obtaining funding for 

this project from Yardley Neighbourhood Network Scheme and Veolio which enabled us to purchase 

items including the poly tunnel, cold frame, two large water butts, plant plugs and seeds. 

 

With lockdowns and these problems, 'Grow Social' has been slow on uptake but now that we almost 

released from the constraints of lockdowns and various restrictions, we intend to definitely promote this 

enterprise. 

 

Each year, we plant up 22 planters along the High Street so we discussed whether we could still do this 

with the uncertainty 

apparent in 2020.  

We order plants from 

Jeffries Hardware 

which has been 

established in the 

village for many years 

and their nursery 

assured us that they 

could supply the 

plants and we went 

ahead as usual.  This 

task takes a lot of 

effort.  First, we have 

to devise a planting 

plan and study plant details to decide which ones to plant, trying to make it slightly different each year.  

In 2020, we used calabroachoa for the first time, their small bell-shaped flowers being a contrast to the 

larger flowers of 

surfinias and 

petunias.  We 

then have to sort 

the plants into 

groups of 22 

comprising of 28 

plants for each 

planter, marking 

them up for 

identification 

purposes and then 

arranging for each 

set to be delivered 

to each planter.  

This approach to this task meant that we could maintain social distancing.  



The planters then require watering – sometimes daily – weeding, litter removal and unfortunately there 

was the need to replace some plants which were stolen.  We used the allotment which is near to the 

shopping centre to organise the sets and it worked perfectly. 

 

We also provided hanging baskets in semi- lockdown in 2020 and for 2021, three to Acocks Green 

Railway Station, one to the library and others to various shops in the village. 

 

 
 

The 'Triabout' area where Olton meets Acocks Green, is developing well.  On the central beds, the 

grey of the Staccys 'byzantina' looks good against of the purple of the heuchera.  They flower in late 

June and there are always a mass of bees seeking their pollen.   

 



The shrubs are slow to develop but it is expected the reds, purples and yellows provided by the Photinia 

'little red robin, the Nandina 'domestica,' Pittosporum 'tom thumb,' and Choisya  coupled with the 

variegated yellow and red leaves of the pseudowintera (New Zealand pepper tree) will add more colour 

in time.  The central bed has at its centre a variegated holly and which is flanked by the pseudowintera.  It 

was a great challenge to find shrubs which would withstand the very cold winters with minus degrees which 

we have experienced recently, and the very hot summers being repeated each year.  They also have to 

survive the winds on this very exposed site. They are doing well, with the photinia being the only one we 

have doubts about. 

 

 
 

The peripheral areas with Gospel Lane, Olton Boulevard East and Warwick Road look quite 

beautiful with the wildflowers, Wisteria 'sinensis,' and the tulips coupled with plants such as Oxeye daisy, 

the daffodils ensuring that the Spring and Summer provide a pleasing appearance.  On the peripheral 

walls of Gospel Lane and Warwick Road, there are Erigeron 'karvinskianus' where some of these have 

seeded in the cracks of the walls. 

 



Unfortunately, the nearby carwash which had provided water for this area which is quite remote from the 

rest of our beds, closed during lockdown.  However, a local resident who lives on one corner of this 

crossroads allowed us to use his outside tap to obtain water.  We have got to know him as he has been 

improving the frontage of his premises and we have planted with him on top of the new wooden structure 

encircling his garden. 

 
 

The 'Triabout' is a vital part of our display as it provides the entrance into Birmingham from Solihull.  

We believe that it is important that we enhance this area to give a good impression of our city. 

 

Towards the end of 2020, with the help of a local scout troop, the Acocks Green Lions and other 

volunteers, we managed to plant 1600 tulip bulbs in all our beds which looked fabulous in April /May of 

2021.  We usually carry this out in November but due to a lockdown in this month, had to leave until early 

December.  However, tulips need to be planted in cold conditions to avoid disease, so this delay was not 

significant. 

 



Planning the tulip displays is a challenge and takes a great deal of planning and preparation.  Again, we 

like to vary the displays from year to year.  We have to consider colours and shapes to ensure they will 

blend together, as well as heights especially in the large 'Triabout' bed which holds seven tiers of tulips.  

In the centre we plant the bulbs which will grow taller than the rest (60 cm.) reducing the heights through 

each tier down to the ones planted behind the heuchera at the edge of the bed (20 cm.). 

 

We have continued to maintain the War Memorial in front of the library ensuring it looked impressive for 

Remembrance Day despite there being no service performed there in 2020.  

 

 
 

Our community orchard is well maintained and this year, it is showing a variety of small fruit. 

 

 



The corner of Woodcock Lane and Warwick Road continues to stun passers-by with its perennials 

including cistus, achillea, a beautiful red peony, valerian, day lilies and the wildflowers including large red 

poppies and never ceases to attract the most positive of comments.  This is an important area as it is the 

place in which the shopping centre starts when entering from the Olton area. 

 
In the long border, we have added some salvia and perennial lobelia which were viewed as a good 

combination in the Packwood House borders.  This border is also planted with evergreen shrubs 

including choisya and hypericum, several Euphorbia 'wilfennii,' a dog rose and some honeysuckle.   

 

There are many others to ensure we have successional flowering including daffodils, camassia, lupins, 

valerian, hardy geranium, veronica, phlox, Japanese anemone and many more.  The grass cutting of late 

is not so frequent and it appears that we have followed the RHS edict of 'no mow' periods.  

Consequently, the clover and small white daisies have provided a pretty cloth on top of the green of the 

grass. 

 

People frequently admire the two perennial beds we created on the main island in Acocks Green – some 

people have been known to describe them as beautiful.  We first planted them in 2012 taking the 

possibility of drought into consideration and they have stood the test of time, hardly needing watering.   

 

We have planted for all year-round interest.  The one bed keeps its colour year-round with Heuchera 

'purple palace' around the edge, whilst the Erysimum 'bowles mauve' seems to constantly show its purple 

flowers.  The tulips appear at the end of April /early May  which complement the perfect  backdrop of 

the flowering magnolia tree; these are  followed by the cammasia with its tall blue spikes, the veronica 

again with its contrasting light coloured spikes which  are surrounded by the blue and pink hardy 

geranium.  In the Autumn there are the flat red flowers of Sedum 'spectabile.' and the tall spires of 

Japanese anemone with its pink flowers swirling around like butterflies. 



 
 

The other bed has roses which were originally planted by Birmingham City Council and which have a 

lovely creamy yellow colour and  are flanked by the evergreen hardy Geranium macrorrhizum.   

 

 
 

In late Spring Anthemis 'tinctora’ comes along joined by the blue camassia and then in late June all the 

colours and green of the yet to flower Helenium 'lemon queen' are topped with the bells of the blue 

campanula.  For scent, these are all underpinned by nepeta and phlox  



New Projects 

 

Alongside Yardley Road which connects Acocks Green to the Coventry Road, opposite the 

cemetery, a contractor has erected billboards which lie back from the road.  In front of these the area had 

many weeds which had grown, and the area had turned into a fly tipping site.  We approached the 

contractor, Global, and requested their permission to sow a wildflower meadow here and they were 

happy to grant this. 

 

Some of the local residents asked if we could do anything with the area.  Due to the quite large expanse 

of ground, we thought immediately of sowing a wildflower meadow.  As we had to be aware of Covid 

restrictions, and because the site was quite overgrown, we spread this over three weeks in order to 

maintain social distancing.   

 

Some of the team and some local residents attended each week to dig over the ground in order to 

remove as many weeds as possible as there are brambles and nettles which are deeply embedded in the 

area. 

 

We then sowed a mixture of wildflower seeds which we obtain from Emorsgate Seeds (used by Prince 

Charles and Alan Titchmarsh).  We have used their seeds since we started to sow wildflower seeds 

back in 2013 and they always worked for us.  We have used a cornflower and meadow mix which has 

poppies and cornflowers in amongst the many types of seeds.  It has germinated well and we are just 

waiting to see how successful we have been. 

 

 
 

The ground needed watering well as it was quite dry when we tackled this job.  On the opposite side of 

the road are some buildings originally part of the cemetery which are now in residential use.  One of the 

owners allowed us to use his tap and using a long hose pipe, we managed to water the large bed very well. 



 

A new 'Smart Route' road system was installed in 2017 with new trees being planted along Warwick 

Road.  Due to underground installations, where trees could not be planted, the council arranged the 

manufacture of large planters in which to plant trees.  The plan for this was with trees giving interest all 

year round with the red coloured leaves of photinia and the Spring blossom of others and beautiful 

flowers of magnolia coupled with those having berries in the Autumn.  They have also been 

underplanted with grey leaved drought tolerant shrubs.  

 

These trees have been left to 

fend for themselves and due 

to two very hot summers, some 

are not looking very good and 

two have died. 

 

We have adopted these 

planters with no objection 

from the council.  We have 

taken out the two dead trees 

and in some of the planters we 

have planted with 

pelargoniums (geraniums) in 

pink and red colours.   

 

 

A couple of years' ago 

we had planted daffodil 

bulbs to give Spring 

colour and now we have 

added summer colour. 

 

Three of these are 

outside Wetherspoons 

and our added colour 

plus their hanging 

baskets only add to the 

attractive street scene of 

Acocks Green.  We 

have also planted in 

those which are seen at 

the entrance of our 

shopping centre. 

 



 

 
Community 

We all realise that due to intermittent lockdowns and isolating due to shielding, unfortunately we had 

hardly any real community contact from March last year onwards.  However, prior to lockdown, we had 

managed to squeeze in our bi-annual evening event held at the Westley Hotel.  This we call 'A Bloomin' 

Good Night.'  As usual, it was a sell out with people appreciating the variety of entertainment we 

provide.   

 

Our host for the evening was Brian Hope who belongs to an amateur theatre group.  He appears in 

their Christmas pantomimes as the panto Dame.  He sprinkles in a few jokes which all add pleasure to 

the evening. 

 

One of our team members has a partner and a brother in a band known as 'Canoe’ who perform for us. 

They appeal to all ages as they feature songs from many eras from the sixties to the current day.  What 

is more, there is a dance floor so people can get up and let their hair down.    

 

Another feature is a quiz which has quite a few subjects and is quite challenging so we tell people not to 

drink too much so that they can keep focussed.   It was ably conducted by one of our team members. 

 

We have a good buffet provided by the Westley and a super raffle.  This time, we had over 40 prizes 

mainly donated by Acocks Green shopkeepers who are very generous and enjoy helping us.  We had a 

prize left over from the previous year of free tattoo removal but still no takers this time. 



 

 

 
 

When requesting and collecting the raffle prizes, it is a good public relations exercise as when we visit, we 

chat to the shopkeepers about our endeavours in the village.  It takes quite a lot of effort as we have to 

visit some businesses two or three times as the owners or managers are not always there.   

 

We raised over £800 towards our planting which was just the icing on the cake. 

 

We could not organise events for the Summer or Autumn of 2020 due to intermittent lockdowns and 

social distancing but in early June this year, we organised a 'Plant Sale and More Event.'   

 

We held this in our community orchard.  We had several stalls, some selling plants including ourselves.  

There were many tomato plants and perennial plants we had been holding ready for such an event.   We 

sold literally hundreds of plants – two members of the local Scout troop were also successful in selling 

plants.   

 

It was only going to be a small event but other stallholders who had sold handmade crafts at our previous 

events also wanted to join in.  It was a lovely sunny hot day, so we were visited by many people.  It was 

wonderful seeing old friends out again enjoying themselves, discussing plants of course and generally 

socialising. 



 

A local beekeeper who joins us at our events attended again bringing a slimline beehive which showed the 

bees through glass.  John, one of our team who has recently taken up beekeeping, helped to explain to 

visitors about bee activity.  Honey, along with balms and other bee related products were sold out. 

 
 

Co-incidentally, 'The Works' local store was holding a promotion of bee related publications and the 

new manager called to ask if they could join in due to our bee theme.  The manager attended our event 

and was dressed in a costume in bee colours with the stripey pattern echoing the bee in her dress.   

 

 



They also gave 

out bee-themed 

colouring in 

sheets They 

donated crayons 

and asked 

children to bring 

them into their 

store when they 

would receive a 

prize.  How 

Wonderful!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To add ambiance, Jon 

a member of the band 

Canoe attended 

strumming his guitar 

and singing songs from 

many eras. 

 

Resident artist Helen  

has been sketching our 

activities during this 

year.  She has also 

been painting scenes 

of our planting areas 

showing the tulips of 

the main island and the 

wonderful red poppies 

on the corner of 

Woodcock Lane.  She 

was joined by the sister 

of one of our team to 

sketch in our orchard 

for this event. 



 

Our local councillors plus the councillor from Hay Mills joined us and chatted to those attending. 

 

We have been successful in raising funds from the Yardley Neighbourhood scheme and Veolia, both of 

which have been used for equipment for the allotment including a polytunnel, and cold frame.  The funds 

have also been used for buying plants. 

 

Environment 

 

We liaise with the council and the BID to keep the fabric of Acocks Green in good order.  The council 

is very helpful with the Manager at the local council Waste Centre at Redfern Road responding to our 

requirements.  For instance, during lockdown, there was quite a lot of fly tipping which we reported, and 

they responded by removing the offending objects. 

 

We have liaised with businesses including for instance Ladbrokes over the years where we correspond 

with their property manager regarding the fact that tiles which have fallen off their frontage need to be 

re-affixed.  We have repaired gates and painted where we feel it needs it.  For instance, under the stairs 

going to the flats over the shops by our community orchard in Mallard Close.  We trim the hedge of the 

Inn on the Green. 

 

People have still wanted to litter pick over the last year in between lockdowns and we have provided the 

equipment and waste bags for them to do this.  We had previously engaged around 18 'Litter 

Champions' in the Acocks Green area. This has now been enlarged by our councillors and one of the 

bloom team via a 'Facebook' page.  Some members of our team go out regularly litter picking. 

 

 



 

The litter bins had not been re-painted since we started entering 'Britain in Bloom' in 2012.  A new 

recruit Graham, came forward wanting to help us. A retired painter he has now painted the bins with our 

dark green village colour 'holly leaf.'  He is intending to re-paint the lettering in gold. 

 
 

We have not been able to do much pavement weeding up until recently but have now tackled quite a lot 

of areas.  Under railings and in gutters has been quite badly affected, with the build-up of soil from which 

weeds grow and cigarette butts were trapped.  Under benches, the weeds are being removed, so we have 

tackled quite a lot of this. 

 



We have been concerned about the drab appearance of our village railings which are just very basic grey 

metal ones.  We wrote to the Birmingham City Council Cabinet member responsible for Environment 

and Transportation and asked if they could be replaced with more ornate ones.  He wrote back almost 

immediately and said that financial resources for such a project were just not available.  However, he did 

say that he would put the wheels in motion to arrange for their painting in our village 'Holly Leaf' dark 

green colour within this financial year.  We feel that this will be a vast improvement and will enhance the 

appearance of the village. 

 

We remain dedicated to ensuring that Acocks Green is a pleasant place to be, not only for residents 

but for all those who visit our shopping centre which has suffered with the demise of the high street. 

 

It is a challenge and only more so with the problems of Covid.  It is a good feeling to keep going, but we 

only do this because of the backing from the public, the shopkeepers, the council and councillors, the 

BID and the businesses who have donated many items to us over the years.   

 

On behalf of the Bloom team, we thank them all very much. 

 

I am sure that no one will forget our team of volunteers, some of whom have been with us since year one, 

who have been dedicated to enhancing the lives of people in Acocks Green even though it means 

getting down on their knees to weed pavements!  You will be pleased to know that we do provide kneeling 

pads. 

 

Fran Lee 

Co-ordinator – Acocks Green Village in Bloom 



 

 

Arden Residents 1 Covid19   0  (after extra time!) 

It’s been a battle this year to retain some sense of normality: not going out, not gathering, 

not being our usual vibrant community, these are not what we are usually about. Nevertheless, 

we feel we have achieved some notable scores. 

More residents that usual decided that permitted exercise walks could be tweaked to 

function as litter-picking, so a definite plus there. Household couples were allowed to work 

together anyway. 

Enhanced entrance aspect for Arden 

Road 

We managed to get Network Rail to 

replace a dilapidated fence which had 

allowed fly-tipping to go on more or less 

unchecked at the very entrance to Arden 

Road. We are now looking forward to 

promoting the regeneration of this 

fenceline with suitable planting, 

complementing our flowerbed on the 

opposite side of the road. 

 

Unwelcome development fought off 

In recent months we have successfully opposed 

two planning applications which we considered 

to be detrimental to the area but more 

importantly to the welfare of the tenants they 

planned to house there. An unexpected 

consequence of soliciting objections from local 

residents was that new friendships were forged 

among neighbours, further strengthening the 

profile of the Association. 

Community Events have, for obvious reasons, taken a hit in the past year. Even a simple 

activity like Clap For Carers became something to look forward to, but was given added 

poignancy when local police officers arrived, switched on the blue lights on their patrol cars 

and joined in! 

 



 

 

 

Easter Egg hunt  

Easter also provided an opportunity for a 

lockdown event, thanks to one resident who made 

and designed lots of cardboard Easter eggs. 

These were then hung in shrubs and hedges along 

the road for children to spot on their walks. The 

elderly also found it an enjoyable pastime as they 

were able to stop frequently on their exercise 

walks. 

 

Spring Charity Sale 

With careful planning and support and advice from our local community police team, 

we were able to hold our annual Spring Plants and Produce Sale. We sell a range of 

foodstuffs, many gift-packed, to the highest food and presentation standard, 

alongside a ‘pop-up garden centre’. Masks, queuing, distancing, one-way system, 

contactless payments, were all in place. 

 

 

Result? An amazing sum raised for our chosen charity (Lady Fatimah Trust) of £1100 

(plus pound-for-pound match-funding on top). This exceeds our record, even for 

normal times! 

All in all, we feel we are now an even stronger community in a well-cared for 

environment, embracing normality whenever we can and patiently planning for it when 

we can’t. 

 

Arden Residents’ Association 

July 2021 
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