
 

Acocks Green Police Station gets Grade II Listing 

Some good news to celebrate: Acocks Green Police Station has just 

been given Grade II listing. This means that it is now statutory listed 

by Historic England (formerly English Heritage) and cannot be 

demolished or altered extensively. Below they explain their reasons 

and points of interest: 

 Acock’s Green Police Station and former courthouse was built in 

1909 to designs by the county architect Alfred Vernon Rowe.  

It is listed at Grade II, for the following principal reasons: 

 Architectural interest:  

For its interesting and dignified Queen Anne style composition, 

with well-articulated elevations, which are deftly handled and 

well executed; the building responds well to its site with an 

impressive octagonal corner turret. 

 The principal elevations have extensive, well-detailed brick and 

terracotta work, including the arms of the county of 

Worcestershire, for whom it was erected. 

 The plan of police station, cells, court rooms and houses, with 

their separate entrances, remains clearly legible, as does the 

circulation between the various functions. 

 The interior retains its custody area with cells, police offices and 

lobby, and the layout of the former houses. 

 Although the court room fittings have been removed, the details 

of the doorcases, external entrances, stair and wall treatments 

clearly mark the former rooms associated with the court 

functions, including the court room and retiring room. 

 Historical interest:  As an example of a complex municipal 

building which housed the functions of police station, 

magistrates’ court and police residences. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What’s On What’s On What’s On What’s On What’s On What’s On 

Check out the noticeboards at Acocks Green Library to see all of the 

interesting things that go on in our area; highlights include:  

Local History Talks coming up at AG Library (2.15pm, £3 donation) :  

8th Oct - Medieval Birmingham by local Archaeologist Mike Hodder 

12th Nov - A Brief History of the Hippodrome David & Pam Humphries 

Also - Yoga Classes at the Library every Tuesday 10-11am suitable for 

beginners (£4.50). 

     ** Check out Fox Hollies Forum for LOADS of activities each week too ** 

                    Answers to ViB Questions: benches: 36  planters: 22 

September 2019 

We are a long-established 

community group covering 4,000 

households within Acocks Green. 

We work with the council and other 

groups to improve the area and 

support organisations for the good 

of Acocks Green.  

We aim to inform local people 

about what is happening in the 

area and encourage involvement in 

activities that benefit our 

community. We hold regular public 

meetings and warmly welcome 

local people to come along and find 

out more about relevant issues and 

More information at  -  www.acocks-green-neighbourhood-forum.org 

Our next Public Meeting and AGM is on Tuesday 1st October at 7.30pm, 

Baptist Church Hall, Yardley Road. We are always looking for new members 

to join our group, so if you would like to get involved please come and 

speak to us at the meeting or get in touch via our website. Joining our 

executive committee would involve meeting locally about six times a year. 

We will have two guest presenters at the Public Meeting from Recom and 

Shared Lives. More info inside about these two relevant and beneficial 

organisations. We will also be joined by other local representatives and the 

Neighbourhood Police, including our new Police Sergeant, Craig Woolaway, 

who replaces Sgt Darren Brown.  Craig grew up in Acocks Green and has an 

affinity with our area and considerable local knowledge.  

There will be refreshments provided.  In an attempt 

to reduce the amount of single-use plastic, we are 

asking people to bring their own mugs or cups.  This 

would be a really great move towards reducing waste. 

(Don’t worry if you can’t or if you forget - we won’t 

deprive you of a hot drink!) 



Shared Lives 

• Looking for a new career? Want to work from home? 

• Want to make a difference to someone’s life? 

• Want to get paid between £399-£485 per week? 

   (virtually tax-free)       

• Want to be self-employed? 

• Receive up to 21 nights paid holiday? 

• Get regular training, support & guidance ? 

Birmingham Shared Lives is a service for adults over 18 with care and 

support needs. Carers who are recruited as Shared Lives carers, open up 

their home and family life to vulnerable people and provide the care and 

support the person needs in a family environment. The placements we 

currently support are long-term and short-term arrangements.  

Emma Pugh from this Birmingham City Council initiative will be at the 

meeting to discuss the project. 

ReCom are a local charity and will be at our 

Public Meeting to give a presentation about 

their important role in the community and will 

be happy to talk to you. They have provided an overview of their work: 

Recom’s work is aimed at helping people get online. With more and more 

government services going online and access to opportunities going digital, 

many are missing out on the practical, social and financial benefits of the 

internet. Our training is tailored for the individual, helping each person to learn 

and help grow their confidence in using IT and the internet independently. The 

work we do wouldn’t be possible without dedication and passion of our amazing 

volunteers. Each volunteer is trained to support learners to improve their IT 

and digital skills but, above all, they are friendly and patient. 

Local Projects include our Access IT for Employment project and IT@Home both 

are FREE for those using the service. Each Wednesday morning, you’ll find our 

team at Acocks Green Library for Access IT for Employment. Here, those 

looking for work can book one-to-one sessions to improve their digital skills. 

Using the library PCs, you can have support to build a CV and cover letter, use 

email, register on jobsites and complete online applications – all while learning 

computer skills that can be used professionally and personally. They also 

partner with other employment organisations, so if you need help with 

interview skills or clothes they can point you in the right direction!   

IT@Home is for those who have difficulty leaving their home for a variety of 

reasons. Volunteers support IT@Home learners with digital skills that help them 

to gain independence - home shopping, managing utilities and accessing 

services online, as well as reconnecting with friends and family through social 

media or applications such as Skype. If you would like to find out about 

volunteering, or know someone who could benefit from some training, contact 

ReCOM at admin@recom.org.uk or phone 0121 663 0335 

“You either have to be part of the solution or you're going to be part of the problem”  

Eldridge Cleaver  (American political activist, 1935-1998) 

Acocks Green Village in Bloom - Gold Again!  

The RHS has awarded Acocks Green Village in Bloom a 

Gold Award again for the fifth time! This is surely a 

reflection of the continued effort by the Bloom team to 

raise the standards for the people of Acocks Green. 

Quiz Questions: (answers on back page). 

How many benches are there in Acocks Green Village?  

How many flowering planters are on display?  

The Village in Bloom team sanded and varnished each bench. They also 

cleared/planted up and water the colourful flowering planters. 

The volunteers have also worked hard on the completion of the raised bed 

and path and the areas around the 'Triabout', making a great impact to the 

entrance to Birmingham from Solihull. They came up with the 'Keep the 

Green Clean' campaign as well as developing and taking part in community 

events with lots of pubic interaction. Don't forget all the colourful and 

eye-catching perennials and wildflowers they have planted which they 

receive continued praise for. Well done to our wonderful team and thanks 

for those who support them including businesses, individuals and 

organisations. You know who you are! 

If you would like to help, Village in Bloom are always happy for your 

involvement. You will find them around the Green on Sunday mornings. 

 

Acocks Green Village Partnership - Acocks Green Calendar 2020 

Following the success of last year’s sell-out calendar, which raised 

valuable funds for planting in Acocks Green, we are asking local people 

to send in their best photographs of the area for a chance to be 

included in our 2020 editon. 

Photos should be high quality, in Landscape 

format (not Portrait) and be of a scene that is 

recognisable as Acocks Green. Closing date 

for submissions is 30th September. Images 

should be sent to: AGNForum@hotmail.co.uk 

Every photographer whose work is chosen will be credited and receive a 

free calendar. Look out for the calendars on sale in October.  

 

 


